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CONFIDENTIAL 
TELEGRAM March 22, 2002 





To: , | SBCSTATE WASHDC - ROUTINE FIN 
Action: EB 


Prom; AMEMBASSY CARACAS (CARACAS "61 -*n0uUTINE) me, 


sia. fiend ok eons RELEASED IN PART 
captions: tone BI, 1.4(D) 


Subject: CUBA GETS YET ANOTHER BENEFIT FROM VENEZUELA 


Ref: None 





1. Classified by Ambassador Charles 8. Shapiro; reason 1.5 - 
(B) and (D). 


2. (U) Venezuela's Official Gasette No. 37.398, dated March 

6, vepublished an amended Decree Number 1.429, firat elgned 

in August 2001, exonerating Cuban goods and services 

imported under the auspices of the Venezuela-Cuba 4 a 
Cooperation Agreenent {(Convenio Integral de Cooperacion) 

from taxes. The terme of the Agreement, signed in October 

2000, ware awended in August 2002 to change what had been 

envisioned as a barter arrangement between the two . 

countries to payment on a cash basis. — 


3. (U) In its preamble lanquage, the Decree notes that t 
Venezuelan. state bas assumed the responsibility of 
guaranteeing access to goods and services to improve the 
quality of life. It goes on to say that the Ministry of 
Health and Social Development has been given the financial 
resources with which to assume the payment of the VAT tax, 
import duties, as well as the customs service charge for 
these goods. While the Decree ie clearly aimed primarily 
at medical goods and services (and includes a list of such 
goods including a list of medicines), its language ia so 
broad that we beliave virtually any Cuban import could be 
covered. 
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Additional Addresseces: 
USINT HAVANA 


ce; 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
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